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The morning began with Mass, 
celebrated by Bishop Kevin Dowling, 
who centred his homily on the effects 
of unconditional love in today’s society, 
especially in response to Pope Francis’ 
call for the church to practise mercy to all.  

The guest speaker, Rev Dr Martin  
Pohlmann, spoke to the gathering on 
the importance of morals and values 
in today’s society.  He based his talk on 
the Ten Commandments and made 
informative reference to each, in relation 
to where present day South African 
society finds itself.

After tea, various groups broke away to 
discuss relevant issues pertaining to their 
direct interests in Catholic education. 
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Notice of Special 
Meeting

Venue: Brescia House
Date: 4 June
Time: 08h30 – 12h30

The first annual meeting of Catholic 
school Principals, Board Members, RE 
Co-Ordinators and Teachers was held at 
St David’s Marist Inanda on Saturday 30 
January 2016. 

Bishop Kevin Dowling

Graeme Edwards (Chair of CSC) and Rev Dr Martin Pohlmann
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Grade 11 Mass 
PRETORIA
This tradition has continued for many 

years and the Mass was 
celebrated by Fr 

Cosmos Matoane.

This special 
Mass took place 
on 11 March at Holy Trinity and was 
truly a beautiful celebration. Learners 

appreciated the social time after Mass 
which gave them an opportunity to get to 

know one another.

Facilitated by staff members of St 
David’s Marist Inanda, this workshop 
took place on 8 March and focused 
on issues facing school leaders, now 
that the year is well underway. “It’s 
one thing being appointed a leader, 
and another thing completely, dealing 
with the reality of holding a leadership 
position.” 

Presenters addressed relevant issues 
facing school leaders and practical 
ideas were presented to them, to 
sustain their leadership initiatives for 
the rest of their term of office. 

Dave Smith (Senior Deputy Head: 
Student Affairs) presented The 
sprint vs The Marathon (Personal 
Leadership Challenges).

Nick Clogg (Deputy Head: Academics) 
spoke on academic leadership, 
while Bradley Ireland (Deputy Head: 
Extramurals) spoke about extramural 
leadership. 

Learners were led by Michal Waller 
(Educational Psychologist) on “How 
to manage your current year, while 
preparing for your next chapter. “ 
Practical solutions were given on how 
to handle the highs and lows of Grade 
12 while leading your peers.

Ryan Wiesner (Pastor at Rosebank 
Union Church) advised learners on 
how to plan “strategic time-outs” to 
distinguish between the 
vital few and the trivial 
many.

Grade 12 Leadership Booster Workshop

Michal Waller (Educational Psychologist)

Pastor Ryan Wiesner
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CSO LEADERSHIP COURSE 
Thirty-two eager and enthusiastic 
participants attended the first module 
of the CSO Leadership Course at Kwalata 
Lodge in the Dinokeng Reserve from 9 – 
11 March.  Fr Hugh Lagan SLI presented 
the course and his input was highly 
valued by the participants. 

The module, strength based 
leadership: From Confrontation 
to Collaboration explored different 
leadership styles and how they influence 
Those with whom we work and live and 
whom we may lead in the future: 

l It focused on identifying one’s 
leadership style and being more 
aware of it,  to be able to draw on one’s 
strengths

l  The ability to adapt to the behaviour 
of people, to reduce the potential 
conflict that inevitably arises within 
relationships

l  To awaken the call to build a ‘spirituality 
of communion’. 

As the CSO, we feel privileged to have 
had an opportunity to get to know some 
of the staff members of our schools and 
to travel this journey with them. The 
next module will be held at De La Salle 
Holy Cross College and will focus on the 
‘Spirituality of Leadership’. 

Lindalva Deira-Lopes 

celebrates her 50th birthday
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Marketers’ Session

The School Marketers’ Session took 

place on 26 February at St Benedict’s 

College.

Darren Leishman (Penquin Advertising) 

discussed Inbound and Content 

Marketing and Ricardo Giacovazzi 

(WASSP Advertising) discussed Social 

Media Marketing. 

The programme was most valuable and 

marketers were very appreciative 

of the content of the meeting.

New Board Members  
Due to declining numbers and increasing age of the religious, an annual programme 
is offered by the Catholic Schools Office to assist new board members to take on 
guardianship. The programme explores Catholic education philosophy and ethos 
and its purpose is to equip the governors of our schools to live out the vision of the 
Founders of our schools.

This workshop was held on 5 March at Marist Brothers Linmeyer and focused 
on the following aspects in particular:  governance in Catholic schools,  
structures operating in the network and Catholic education within the “big 
picture” of the Johannesburg Archdiocese.

NEW STAFF 
ORIENTATION DAY
In Pretoria, an orientation day for new 
staff was held on the 5 March at Iona 
Convent. Thirty one new teachers 
attended from different schools. 

The head girl and deputy of Iona 
Convent opened the morning by 
welcoming everyone to the school 
which was very beautiful.   

Br Michael Burke facilitated the 
day and as in past years, was very 
well received. Ms Penny  Maree, the 
Principal of the school, closed the 
session with a beautiful reflection.
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Orientation Day for 
Teachers new to Catholic 
Schools
Teachers new to Catholic Schools 
attended an Orientation Day on 1 March 
at Koinonia Centre in Johannesburg and 
at Iona Convent in Pretoria on 5 March. 
Both days were well attended with 
new staff members understanding and 
appreciating how our Catholic schools 
Started as well as equipping them with 
self-understanding.

To acquaint them with the bigger picture 
of the network into which they have 
moved, its special structures, 
support and resources, and 
to help in the process 
of letting new staff 
feel at home and 
comfortable and to 
join wholeheartedly 
in ‘Catholic Education’, 
Brother Michael Burke 
presented an overview 
of the story of Catholic 
schools, with school 
members sharing some of 
their own school history.

In his orientation to Catholic Schools’ 
ethos and approach to Religious 
Education, Brother Michael asked the 
question, ‘What makes Catholic Schools 
tick?’ and the short answer was ‘Jesus and 
You’.  He explained that in the Catholic 
School, Jesus is at the centre and that 
He provides the reference point for the 
school. Brother Michael stressed the 
inclusive ethos of Catholic Education.   

Teachers thoroughly enjoyed the 
mornings which ended with a reflective 
para-liturgy of thanksgiving for the 
talents, qualities and passions for the 
good of those who teach as well as for 
those who are placed in their care.

The PRE-PRIMARY CLUSTER met on 16 March at Sacred 
Heart College. 

Candice from OT Sense, together with a few of her Oc-
cupational Therapists (who work from Sacred Heart 
College) gave a valuable talk on using movement to 
combat poor concentration in the classroom.  Limited 
concentration spans seem to be more and more 
prevalent in our classes. 

Alternatives to medication (especially at pre-school 
age) need to be explored.  It was a fun-filled and 
informative session.

Br Michael Burke
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RE Seminar Johannesburg
On 15 March 2016 the first Seminar 
for RE teachers in Johannesburg was 
held at St Augustine’s College with two 
presentations.  

Mrs Marie-Anne te Brake gave a 
comprehensive insight into God’s plan 
for a great love life with useful website 
links for teaching resources in schools.  
Reference was made to the teachings of 
St John Paul II, “the body in fact and only 
the body is capable of making visible the 
invisible, the spiritual and the divine.”   Ms 
Bernadette Chellew’s lively presentation 
on ‘Bible, the Foundation of all of Life’ was 
based on Bruggeman’s book, ‘The Bible 
makes sense’ and presented the teachers 
with an on-going dialogue about our life 
here and now.   

The accompanying hand-out of psalms 
gave the teachers an opportunity to 
discuss biblical references to God – the 
Joy-giver, the Protector, the Unshakeable 
one, the Guide.    Teachers expressed their 
appreciation of the time spent together 
and the RE resource material presented.

RE Seminar Pretoria
The Pretoria RE Seminar was held at the 
Denis Adami Centre on 4 February 2016.   

Copies of the new draft core RE 
Curriculum for both Primary and High 
schools were handed out to teachers 
who were encouraged to go through 
the Curriculum and comment on the 
contents.  The meeting was well attended 
and the teachers were appreciative of the 
time afforded to them to discuss areas 
of concern around the Curriculum and 
other RE matters.

Bernadette Chellew

Marie-Ann  te Brake
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PTA TEACHERS SEMINAR
Principals and teachers from the 16 
Catholic Schools in Pretoria came 
together on 19 February at CBC Mount 
Edmund for this annual event.   

The morning started with a beautiful tea 
followed by a gathering in the hall. 

Group discussions were led by CBC Staff 
and some of the points of discussion 
included: “What is the essence of an 
education in schools that are faith-based, 
particularly Catholic? How can we reach 
the brokenness of many families?”

Prayers of the Faithful were created from 
the essence of the group discussion for 
the Special Mass that followed, celebrated 
by Archbishop William Slattery. Teachers 
entered the chapel through a beautiful 
Mercy Door to mark the Year of Mercy.  

BOITSHEPO MS. TLAILANE  29 YEARS
DOMINICAN MS. MATHIBE  41 YEARS
LORETO CONVENT MS. RANAMANE  20 YEARS
 MS. TRUTER  22 YEARS
 MS. VERSLUIS  24 YEARS
 MS. PINTO  26 YEARS
LORETO PRIMARY MS. NYIKA  21 YEARS
MASHIKO MS. MORAKE  21 YEARS
 MS. MAIFADI  26 YEARS
 MS. MUTLE  28 YEARS
 MS. MOLOPE  29 YEARS
MOREKOLODI MS. RAMOSE  21 YEARS
 MS. MALEBANE  25 YEARS
 MS. MOLEFE  26 YEARS
 MS. MOTLHAKE  26 YEARS
 MS. LEHLABI  33 YEARS
ST CAMILLUS MS. MOKOENA  21 YEARS
 MS. MOKOKA  21 YEARS
 MS. CHAUKE  23 YEARS
 MS. DIPHOKO  23 YEARS
 MS. LEDINGWANE  28 YEARS
ST GEMMA’S MS. MASHIACHIDI  21 YEARS
 MS. MODIBA  21 YEARS
 MS. NGWENYA  21 YEARS
 MS. MOKGOSI  23 YEARS
 MS. MAANEKE  24 YEARS
ST PAULUS MS. BAKKER 20 YEARS
 MS. GAYLARD  20 YEARS
 MS. GORST-ALLMAN  22 YEARS
TSOGO MS. HLONGWANE  22 YEARS
 MR. MILANZI  23 YEARS
 MS. MOHULATSI  27 YEARS
 MS. MNISI  30 YEARS
 MR. LEHOBYE  31 YEARS
 MR. MALEMAMANE  31 YEARS
 MS. CHILOANE  35 YEARS
 MR. MANAIWA  36 YEARS

A special thank you to Peter Ross and the staff at CBC Mount Edmund for 
hosting this event and for their outstanding initiative which made the 
morning so incredibly meaningful.

During this special Mass, the following teachers received Long Service Certificates in recognition of serving in Catholic Schools for 20 years and 
more:

Heads of schools received a lantern and were commissioned by the Archbishop to carry the messages of light they had received 
from the morning into their respective schools.  
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PRINCIPALS’ MEETING
The coming together of our schools plays 
an important role in building bonds, 
bridges and understanding each other. 
It assists us in carrying out the vision of 
Pope Francis in living the Gospel Values. 

Principals met on 17 February at 
Shanahan Park. This meeting began with 
a reflection on reconciliation and healing, 
followed by a facilitated discussion on 
“Our Catholic Schools are microcosms 
of South African Society. Growing 
economic, historical, political and racial 
tensions in society impact everyone in 
our country, including our staff members 
and students.”  Both were led by Dr 
Terry Sacco. Professor Garth Abraham, 
newly appointed President and CEO 
of St Augustine’s College spoke to our 
principals. Pretoria Principals met on 27 
January at Loreto Primary School.

Small RE cluster groups are again meeting 
at different school venues to discuss 
lesson planning and share resources 
and informative Catholic websites. These 
clusters have been grouped so that 
contact is simplified between schools in 
close proximity. The main item at the first 
meeting this year was the presentation 
of the new draft Core Curriculum and 
teachers were asked to assess, evaluate 
and comment on this draft.  Forms were 
made available to complete with their 
comments and return to CSO, who would 
forward them to Paul Faller at CIE. 

l  South/West Schools’ Cluster group met 
on Wednesday 10 February at La Salle 
College, Discovery and  24 RE teachers, 
representing  7 schools, attended.   A 
lively discussion followed.

l  On Thursday 11 February the East 
Rand Schools’ Cluster met at St 
Dominic’s School, Boksburg where 20 
teachers, from 6 schools, discussed 
the Curriculum in phase groups and 
shared their teaching experience. 

l  The North/Central Cluster Group 
met at McAuley House School on 16 
February and the meeting was also 
well attended with 22 teachers from 
8 schools present. Paul Faller from CIE 
was invited to attend this meeting 
which assisted teachers in clarifying 
areas of concern in the Curriculum.

Teachers found these meetings very beneficial and interaction between the phase 
groups was especially of great value.  

The cluster meetings will be held three times a year at different schools.

Enthusiastic meetings of cluster groups

Dr Terry Sacco
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Catholic S
chools

Marist Brothers Linmeyer undertook 
to support Assumpta Primary School 
in Sharpeville with their Reading 
Programme. 

The school collected funds at the end of 
last year and early this year purchased 
reading books and book bags for 
Assumpta. These durable, protective 
bags ensure that the reading books can 
be taken home daily in these bags by the 
learners as the books are protected when 
they travel to and from school.   

st Teresa’s school made a 
wholehearted commitment to engage 
in South Africa’s anti-racism week this 
week.  This included a protest on Jan 
Smuts Avenue, Rosebank on Thursday 
17 March, during which the girls 
displayed posters and chanted ‘see 
beyond race’.  In general, the public 
responsded positively and we hope 
and pray that their action is an initiative 
that will start to make a difference.

De La Salle Holy Cross 
College ‘Water Drive’ 
Sr Bridget, principal of Holy Cross Primary 
school in Aliwal North, asked the College 
(their sister school) for help with the 
water situation in Aliwal North. Her pupils 
had no water, the taps were dry, and the 
children were drinking contaminated 
water in desperation. The DLSHCC 
Environment Committee immediately 
launched a ‘Water Drive’ on Wednesday, 
20/01 - and were ‘flooded’ with water 
donations! Skynet Worldwide Express’ 
Diederick Stopforth donated a 8 ton truck 
on Tuesday, 26/01 and loaded 8 000 litres 
of water to deliver to the school in Aliwal 
North. 9 trucks left the College with over 
40 tons of water, collected from the local 
community and participating schools 
and churches. Sr Bridget, Principal of the 
Holy Cross Primary School, distributed 
the water to her pupils, their families, 
the old age homes, creches and the 
community, and said a very special 
thanks to everyone - and especially the 
children who wrote messages on the 
bottles they brought in as donations. 
They had very few sick children in their 
school. De La Salle Holy Cross College 
would like to thank everyone for their 
interest, support, compassion - and all 
the water donations! Well done - a huge 
difference has been made in the Aliwal 
North community.

 “It will be a Holy Year of Mercy” - Pope Francis

40 TONS 
OF WATER 

COLLECTED!

On Monday 15 February staff and pupils 
from Marist Brothers Linmeyer took the 
books and bags together with a large 
cake in the shape of a book to Assumpta 
Primary. It was an opportunity for the 
learners from both schools to meet each 
other, enjoy a quick game of soccer 
and afterwards, cake and refreshments. 
The group enjoyed listening to some of 
the eager learners reading from their 
new books while watching traditional 
dancing. A wonderful morning was 
enjoyed by all!

“Book in-the-Bag” Project

Helping E
ach Other
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special ce
lebrations

st benedict’s College are grateful for the presence and work of the Oblates in their 
region. It was through their apostolate, concern for the people of God – especially the 
poor – and their humble ministry, that St Benedict’s College was founded. 

St Benedict’s College thanks the Oblates for continuing to make their enriching and 
important presence felt in the life of the school.

The 800th Jubilee Year of the 
Dominican Order and the ‘Year 
of Mercy’

Radio Veritas, a local Catholic Radio 
Station, made a request for Catholic 
Schools and Parishes to collect water 
which will be distributed to drought 
stricken, Senekal. Learners used the 
bottles of water donated to celebrate 
the 800th Jubilee Year of Dominican 
Education.

Marist Brothers Linmeyer Celebrates 50 Years of Marist Education in Linmeyer!
Founded in France by St. Marcellin Champagnat in 1817, the Marist Brothers’ Schools 
are internationally recognised as part of a vibrant, global education system. In 1864 
the Marist Brothers came to South Africa, establishing the first boys’ school in the 
mining town of Johannesburg in Koch Street in 1889. This school moved to its present 
site in Linmeyer in 1966. 50 years later, Marist Brothers Linmeyer is still committed to 
producing caring young people who become successful citizens of the world, and who 
lead significant lives in serving others.

brescia house school celebrates its 50 
year Jubilee. The class of 2015 achieved 
a 100% pass rate, as well as a 100% 
University Entrance in their final matric 
results. Many events are planned for 
the year to give thanks to staff, parents 
(past and present), pupils and the 
broader community for their 
involvement in the school since 
its inception.  

Whilst the school may seem 
young at 50 years, its roots go 
back to 1535, when 29 women 
and girls pledged their lives to 
God and, under the leadership 
of Angela Merici, became the 
first teaching order of nuns in 
the Catholic Church. 

In honour of St Angela, and in celebration 
of their Jubilee year, Brescia House School 
have launched a specially cultivated rose, 
The St Angela Rose, which was blessed in 
February this year.  

st David’s Marist inanda was founded 
on the legacy of a young French priest, 
Marcellin Champagnat, in 1817 to teach 
poor children in country areas devastated 
by war and revolution. 

The Marist Brothers opened their first 
school in Johannesburg in Koch Street, 
on 9 October 1889. In 1926 Marist 
Brothers Observatory opened as the 
second Marist School in the Transvaal. St 
David’s opened in 1941 and by 1948 had 
its first Matric class.

St. David’s has gone from strength to 
strength and this year celebrates it’s 
75th Jubilee with over 1300 students 
from Grade 00 to Matric. On 27 January, 
the school celebrated its birthday with a 
beautiful outdoor Mass and the blessing 
of the Jubilee Fountain. Bishop Patrick 
Mvemve was the Main Celebrant and 
boys, staff, parents, Alumni and friends of 
St David’s attended the Mass. 

Operation Hydrate
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Sports news

Rain and lightning seemed to have 
played a very significant role in the 
summer season of 2016.  The first event 
in the programme, High School cricket on 
Saturday 23 February, was unfortunately 
washed out in the final round of matches, 
three of the four Primary School galas 
were cancelled, on Friday 5 February, 
and the forth was the A50 gala that was 
delayed and then reduced to a 25m gala, 
the High Schools gala was cancelled after 
only 18 events on Wednesday 24 February 
and the Foundation Phase cricket had to 
be postponed to the third term due to 
the field being waterlogged on Saturday 
12 March.  Strangely we have been 
through a period of intense drought and 
yet the rain has resulted in considerable 
frustration to hosts and participants alike, 
especially when one considers the many 
hours of organisation and costs involved 
in each of the disrupted, cancelled or 
postponed events.  

Foundation Phase and Primary 
School

The only Foundation Phase event that 
was scheduled to take place this season 
was mini-cricket.  Unfortunately, it had to 
be postponed to the third term because 
the field at the host school, Sacred Heart 
College, was water-logged on Saturday 
12 March.  

Well done to St David’s Marist Inanda on 
waiting out the lightning and managing 
to provide participating schools with a 
gala on Friday 5 February.  

Other schools had to cancel on 
the day and it has been suggested that Friday 14 

October be considered as an alternate date.  

On Saturday 6 February, three Primary School cricket festivals took place at different 
venues.  Marist Brothers Linmeyer hosted the U9s, where three schools participated, 
Sacred Heart College Preparatory hosted the U11s, with two schools participating, and 
Veritas College Preparatory hosted the U13s, where five schools participated.  In some 
cases, the start was delayed due to some heavy overnight rain but all the participating 
teams enjoyed their outings.  It was the first time the U9 and U11 festivals were held.  
We hope these festivals will be better supported in future.   
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GALA
Winter Season Programme
FOUNDATION PHASE

28 May Netball and Soccer

PRIMARY SCHOOL

21 May Netball and Soccer

4 June  Cross Country and U13 Hockey

30 July Grades 4 - 6 Hockey 

HIGH SCHOOL

7 May U15 Hockey, U15 Soccer and  
 U14 & U15 Netball

14 May Open Netball and Soccer

20 - 21 May Open Hockey

4 June Cross Country

The Basketball festival also took place on 
Saturday 6 February and was hosted by 
Dominican Convent School.   Four boys’ 
teams participated with the hosts, St 
Benedict’s College, Holy Family College 
and Sacred Heart College taking part.    

High School

Veritas College was not deterred by 
the threat of rain and hosted a highly 
successful cricket tournament to start the 
sports programme for the year.   The day 
was well supported by the host school’s 
community and the strength vs strength 
format was enjoyed by the teams who 
reported that all the matches were 
closely contested.  

As part of their 50th birthday celebrations, 
Marist Brothers Linmeyer agreed to 
host the Basketball tournament on 
Saturday 13 February.  A successful 
day of competition resulted in exciting 

finals.  The boys’ final was narrowly won 
by St Benedict’s College as they earned 
one point more than the Dominican 
Convent School.  The girls’ final was won 
by Dominican Convent School after a 
nail-biting match with our friends from 
Chisipite High School, Zimbabwe.   

The atmosphere created by the 
supporters was fantastic, the standard 
of swimming in the events that took 
place was high and we were thrilled 
with the schools that agreed to enter 
teams just to be part of the day.   Sincere 
thanks to the host schools, St Dominic’s 
Convent (catering) 
and Brescia House 
School (logistics).  

The final event of this term was 
disappointing for the hosts, St Benedict’s 
College, as a number of the participating 
schools withdrew prior to the event.  The 
teams that participated had a very good 
day and the hosts managed to achieve a 
win in both the U16 and U19 sections.
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Eva Mathibe – my 
journey in Catholic 
Education
I started teaching at Dominican School for 
Deaf Children in February 1975.  When I 
arrived at the school, I had no knowledge 
of Sign Language nor the Catholic Ethos, 
as I belong to a different denomination.

With the help of the Dominican Sisters 
and the staff, who were 
mostly Catholics, I got 
orientated into the 
Catholic Ethos.  At first I 
lived in the school with 
the houseparents, the 
learners and the Sisters.  
We had Mass most of 
the days either in the 
mornings or in the 
early evenings, as there 
were plenty of Priests 
at the then St. Peters 
Seminary, which was 
very close to the school.  
I interpreted the proceedings of Mass in 
Sign Language.  I also did voice-over for 
Fr. Cyril Axelrod (RIP) who was Deaf.

Through living in the hostel I got used to 
communicating in Sign Language faster 
than other teachers.

I was exposed to teaching Deaf learners 
and enjoyed it through the help of the 
Sisters who were involved in both hostel 
and academic work. That is where I 
developed passion for the work that I 
was doing, and, also, learned to go an 
extra mile. That passion brought me to 
be promoted to an HOD in 1986, Deputy 
Principal in 1989, Acting Principal in 1991 
and Principal in 1992. I taught the Junior, 
Intermediate and Senior classes. I was 
the first lay principal after the Dominican 
Sisters who were principals from 1962 
when the school started to the end of 
1990.

To all the Dominican Sisters, past and 
present, especially Sr. Clara Walsh (RIP), Sr. 
Margaret Kelly, Sr. Finbarr Conway (RIP), 
Sr. Ronan Drury (RIP), and, my best friend 
and confidant, Sr. Siobhán Murphy, from 
whom I took the baton of principalship, 
to name but a few, I owe you my life.

Let me not forget to mention the different 
members of the SGBs, especially Mr T.P. 
McDonogh and Mr J. McKay, as I have 
travelled this long journey of leadership 
at the school with them.

To the staff, learners, parents and the 
SGBs and teachers at different Catholic 
schools, endure and hang in there even 
when the going gets tough, for you will 
realise at the end that God never left 
you.  It is a wonderful privilege to work 
at a Catholic school, where Teaching and 
Learning take place without compromise, 
and, also, a lot of discipline.  That is the 
reason why I sent my three children 
and my two grandchildren to Catholic 
Schools.

I am looking forward to having time with 
my husband, my 5 grandchildren and, 
most importantly, having ‘me’ time.

I managed to run the school with 
dedication through the support of the 
Sisters and my family, especially the lady 
who took care of my children and my 
husband.  I will never stop thanking them 
because they gave me the opportunity 
to focus on my work at school, while 
they took care of what was happening 
at home.  My husband accompanied me 
every time I had to go to school at unholy 
hours. He always made sure that when I 
stayed longer at school, he would bring 

me supper at school, 
moreso that he is such 
a good cook!

When I took over 
as principal, the 
enrolment at the school 
was 250.  At some stage 
the enrolment went up 
to 437 learners, with a 
weighting factor of 5, 
which was equivalent 
to 2185 ordinary 
learners.  Today the 
enrolment stands at 
369, with 50 educators, 

31 Houseparents, 24 General Assistants, 
4 Admin. Assistants, 1 Therapist, 14 SGB 
paid Security Officers and 2 Voluntary 
Food Handlers.  We also have the 
following vacant posts:  2 School Nurses, 
3 Therapists and 1 Psychologist.

During my leadership at the 
school, there were obviously 
the highs and lows of 
managing a school.  With the 
passion and responsibility 
that I have, I endured all that 
came my way and succeeded 
in enjoying the privilege of 
being at a Catholic school.

I cannot stop to thank the 
CSO with their support. I 
worked very closely with 
Mrs Heléné Addis (RIP) and 
Mrs Reneé D’Oliveira.  I also 
enjoyed the involvement of 
Mrs Violet Ramathunya, even 
though I only worked with 
her for a short while.

My gratitude also goes to 
Arch Bishop Emmeritus 
George Daniel, whom I 
worked with for a very long 
time.  One other amazing 
person that I got to work 
with is Mr Chris Reed of the 
Catholic Schools Trust. He 
never stops amazing me with 
his energy!

Message To eVa

Eva Mathiba has written a moving article about 
her experience as a teacher of deaf children and 
Principal to the Dominican School for the Deaf, 
Hammanskraal.

Her dedication, openness and perseverance 
shine through her journey and the school has 
been very blessed to have her services from 
1975 until her retirement in 2016.

Her personal journey is a moving tribute to her 
mentors, The Cabra Dominican Sisters and to all 
those who assisted the school in any way.

One is reminded not only of the contribution to 
education, general and specialised, of religious 
and clergy over the many years that they have 
worked in South Africa, but also of the role of the 
laity who have become involved in leadership, 
teaching, support and so many other ways.

Eva Mathiba has set a shining example of how 
one can become part of serving our people. Well 
done Eva! May many be inspired to follow in 
your footsteps.

Rosa Calaça : Director Catholic Schools Office

“endure and hang in there 
even when the going gets 
tough, for you will realise at 
the end that God never left 
you”
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